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Bocanegra faces new 
misconduct allegations 


Assemblyman Raul Bocanegra, D-Los Angeles, has been accused of sexual misconduct by six more women. 


sexually harassing a woman in 2009 when he was a legislative staff member. 


Democratic assemblyman from LA 
says he won't run again in 2018 


BY ALEXEI KOSEFF 
akoseff@sacbee.com 


ssemblyman Raul 
Bocanegra, a Los An- 
geles Democrat ac- 
cused of groping a 
woman in 2009 when he was a 
legislative staff member, an- 
nounced Monday that he will 
not seek re-election next year. 

The announcement came just 
hours before the Los Angeles 
Times reported allegations 
involving Bocanegra and six 
more women. If they are true, 
Assembly Speaker Anthony 
Rendon said, he will move that 
Bocanegra be expelled from the 
Assembly. 

“These allegations are ex- 
tremely disturbing, especially 
since they come after Mr. Boca- 
negra had previously been in- 
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THESE NEWS REPORTS 
HAVE ... FUELED 
PERSISTENT RUMORS 
AND SPECULATION, 
AND | DO NOT 
BELIEVE THAT THIS IS 
IN THE BEST INTEREST 
OF MY CONSTITUENTS 
TO CONTINUE TO 
SERVE NEXT TERM. 


Assemblyman Raul Bocanegra, 
Los Angeles Democrat 


vestigated and disciplined as a 
staff member and agreed to stop 


any harassing or abusive beha- 
vior,” Rendon, D-Paramount, 
said in a statement. “The deci- 
sion to deny constituents the 
representation of their elected 
official can be a difficult one, 
but make no mistake: If the 
investigation affirms the allega- 
tions, I will move to immediate- 
ly expel Mr. Bocanegra from the 
Assembly.” 

In a message posted to Face- 
book on Monday morning, Bo- 
canegra said he would immedi- 
ately resign from his leadership 
position as majority whip and 
suspend his campaign for the 
San Fernando Valley seat. 

“As you may know, news 
stories were reported a few 
weeks ago about a regrettable 
encounter when I was a legisla- 
tive staffer in 2009. It was a 
moment that I truly regret, that 
I am very sorry for, and for 
which I have accepted responsi- 
bility for my actions,” Boca- 
negra wrote. “These news re- 
ports have since fueled persist- 
ent rumors and speculation, and 


RICH PEDRONCELLI AP file 
He had earlier apologized for 


e Second woman accuses Sen. Al Franken 
of improper conduct. 4A 

e Eight women accuse TV host Charlie Rose 
of harassment. 4A 


I do not believe that this is in 
the best interest of my constitu- 
ents to continue to serve next 
term.” 

“T have sought counsel from 
community members and con- 
stituents,” he continued. “After 
much discussion and reflection, 
the most prudent decision to 
avoid another costly special 
election in Los Angeles and 
ensure our community is not 
left without any representation 
in the State Assembly would be 
for me to resign at the end of 
the legislative session. I will 
spend this time focusing my 
energy on serving my constitu- 
ents.” 

His decision comes more than 
three weeks after longtime 
Capitol staff member Elise 


SEE BOCANEGRA, 2A 


Feds sue to stop 
AT&T’s $85B bid 
for Time Warner 


BY CECILIA KANG 
AND MICHAEL J. DE LA MERCED 


New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

The Justice Department on 
Monday sued to block AT&T’s 
$85.4 billion bid for Time War- 
ner, setting up a showdown over 
the first blockbuster acquisition 
to come before the Trump ad- 
ministration. 

By challenging the deal, the 


starkly different approach to 
antitrust issues than the Obama 
administration did. In 2011, for 
instance, the department ap- 
proved a similar deal - Com- 
cast’s acquisition of NBCUni- 
versal - after imposing numer- 
ous conditions on the trans- 
action. 

If the deal were to go through, 
the combined companies would 
form a media behemoth. By 
itself, AT&T is one of the na- 
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Makan Delrahim, the Justice 
Department's top antitrust 
regulator, said the deal would 
“greatly harm” consumers. 


phone providers. With its 2015 
acquisition of DirecTV, the 
country’s largest satellite com- 
pany, it also became the largest 
television distributor in the 
United States. 

With the huge amount of 
content from Time Warner, the 


would have a tremendous abil- 
ity to reach consumers through 
news and entertainment pro- 
gramming. Among Time War- 
ner’s properties are HBO, the 
home to “Game of Thrones”; 
Warner Bros., the studio that 
has produced blockbusters like 
“Wonder Woman” and the 
Harry Potter film series; and 
Turner Broadcasting, which 
includes the news channel CNN 
and the sports-heavy TNT net- 
work. 

Makan Delrahim, the Justice 
Department’s top antitrust reg- 
ulator, said the department 
opposed the deal on the 
grounds that the combination of 
the two companies would not be 
in the public interest. 

“This merger would greatly 
harm American consumers,” 


Trump 
returns 
N. Korea 
to terror 
listing 


BY MICHAEL D. SHEAR 
New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

President Donald Trump on 
Monday officially designated 
North Korea as a state spon- 
sor of terrorism, a provocative 
diplomatic move that he said 
is aimed at dramatically in- 
creasing pressure on the 
rogue nation to abandon its 
pursuit of nuclear weapons. 

The president, who has 
repeatedly used fiery lan- 
guage to threaten and de- 
mean Kim Jong Un, the North 
Korean leader, made the 
announcement Monday 
morning. North Korea will 
join Sudan, Syria and Iran as 
countries that the State De- 
partment identifies as ones 
that have “repeatedly provid- 
ed support for acts of in- 
ternational terrorism.” 

“Should have happened a 
long time ago,” Trump told 
reporters at the start of a 
Cabinet meeting at the White 
House. The president said the 
designation will lead to new, 
tougher sanctions on North 
Korea, which he said “must 
end its unlawful nuclear and 
ballistic missile develop- 
ment.” 

Trump has vowed to seek 
“complete denuclearization” 
in North Korea and has 
threatened “fire and fury” 
aimed at the country if it 
endangers the United States. 
The president ordered an end 
to the policy of “strategic 
patience” pursued by his 
immediate predecessor in the 
hopes that North Korea’s 
leader would eventually agree 
to negotiate. 

Still, it is unclear whether 
the terror designation will 
provide the president with 
new and powerful leverage to 
force nuclear negotiations or 
will simply deepen the rheto- 
rical war of words between 
Trump and Kim, whom the 
president has mockingly 
called “Little Rocket Man.” 

Long a pariah in the in- 
ternational community, North 
Korea was put on Washing- 
ton’s list of state sponsors of 
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Sacramento police break 
up more than 600 illegal 
marijuana operations 
over a two-month period, 
arresting 10 people. 2B 


LOCAL 


HACKERS STRIKE 
TRANSIT SYSTEM 


Hackers attack Sacra- 

mento Regional Transit 
computers, demanding 
one bitcoin, now worth 


Justice Department is taking a tion’s largest internet and tele- combined media company SEE AT&T, 2A about $8,000. 1B 
CUSTOMER SERVICE 

: : : Classified 10A Explore 4B : Obituaries 3B : 
Bysubseniite One porr delivery suss, Comics 5B,6B  ; Lottery 2A suze 5B,6B,7B : 
800-284-3233 or sacbee.com/customer-service Opinion 8A : Movies 8B : Television 7B Eoo 71012499110101! 3 


